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observed at Sankargadh in Nagod State, at Bachna Kuthara, and at
Mundesvarl, near Bhabua in the Arrah or Shahabad district of Bihar
and Orissa*1
The early Gupta temples have certain definite characteristics,
which can be observed from their extant examples. The entire Siva
temple at Bhurnara is 35' square and in front of it is a porch (may-
dapa) measuring 29' W by 13'; and before this on either side were
two smaller shrines measuring 8' 2" by 5' 8'7. Externally the garblia-
grha is 15' 22" square3 and between this and the larger masonry
chamber ran the path of circumambulation (pradaksiqa)* The mandapa
in front was smaller than this chamber and there was only one en-
trance to the garbliagrha.
'The door of the shrine was elaborately carved while the walls
were quite plain. The door consists of two carved jambs, a carved
lintel and a plain sill. The carving on the jambs shows the Garigli
and Yamuna motif: they stand on their rakana the malcara while
near them are attendants holding trays. " The upper portion of the
jamb on the fight over the head of the Ganges ", described R. D.
Banerji, " is divided into three separate vertical bands of carving;
that on the extreme right consists of conventional lotus buds in a
superimposed row, each issuing out of the one below it This band
is continued overhead on the lintel. The second or central band
consists of four superimposed niches each containing a human
figure. The lowermost figure is that of a raaie, the second that of
a female, while the third and fourth also contain male figures. The
jamb on the third and fourth is exactly similar to that on the right
though here we find Yamuna on her rakana the tortoise, with a
female attendant in front of her and two other circular objects
behind."3 The lintel crowning these two jambs is equally ornate
and is a little longer than the breadth of the door. At the extreme
ends of this lintel, next to the jambs, are two figures of a man and
woman standing. In the centre of this lintel is a caifya-vnn&<m
ornamentation In which something is missing, but Immediately
below it is a fine bust of Siva. The third eye is visible on his
matted head-and he is adorned with elaborately designed necklaces*
' Over the shrine, wrought in and out of plain ashlar, came the
roof which is sloping and flat like the roofs of the Jaina basadis of
1  Cf. Banerji* The Age of the Imperial Guptas, pp. 135-36-
2  M. A, S. L, no. 16,1924, P- 3-
8 Mdiy p, 4, also cf. Banerji, op. at.t pp. 143-44; also see pL III                 '    !